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him in the part of a second Monk, paving the
way for the return of their own claimant to
the throne. The Bonapartists had counted upon
his emulating the example of his uncle and
restoring the Empire for their benefit and under^
their direction. Some of the leaders of the extreme
Left had relied upon their ability to exploit his
liberal tendencies. It was a delicate situation ;
the more so, as the prince was determined to be
captain of the ship and the servant of no faction.
As it was, he tried to make the best of all worlds
and be all things to all men. Whilst claiming,
with some justice, to be the champion of law and
order, he mixed freely with the common people,
letting it be known that he was ever accessible
to the meanest supplicant.

With the passage of time the incongruity of his
position became ever more manifest and im-
possible. As the champion of law and order, he
was mainly dependent upon the support of the
priesthood, the monarchists, and the army leaders,
by whom he was persuaded to despatch an expe^
dition under General Oudinot to restore the Pope
to sovereignty in the Romagna. This was not only
against his personal inclinations - for had he not
fought in the ranks of the Carbonari himself? - but
was also calculated to alienate all those Frenchmen
who had hitherto regarded him as the friend
of liberty. Happily for the President, however,